
competition, the running of the
bulls (using wooden hobby hors-
es) or the short story writing
contest, chaired by
HemingwayÕs granddaughter
Lorian. 

Each evening a spirited judg-
ing reduces the numbers of
Hemingway wannabes until the
final Saturday night awards cer-
emony. As a new Hemingway
look-alike is crowned, national
media converge on the Sloppy
JoeÕs stage. As one longtime
contestant observed, ÒItÕs kind
of like the Miss America pag-
eant, except instead of beautiful
women you have a bunch of fat,
bearded old men.Ó

The event has taken on a life
of its own. Past contestants
have formed a Hemingway
Look-alike Society, a nonprofit
group that supports educational
and environmental projects in
the name of their favorite
author.

Sloppy JoeÕs Klausing says
Hemingway was certainly
known for his drinking, but his-
torians differ on which drink
was his favorite. The Papa
Dobles is made from two and a
half jiggers of white Bacardi,
the juice of two fresh limes,
juice of half a grapefruit, and
six drops of Maraschino
Liqueur, blended with crushed
ice, and then poured into a
glass. However, some say a
simple Teachers scotch and
soda may be closer to the truth.

Every New YearÕs Eve, Key
West has its own celebration on
the street outside the bar. Instead

of a giant ball, a large conch
shell is slowly lowered to mark
the end of the old year and the
start of the new. As the annual
festivities have grown, so has
the shell, so that now a six-foot
Queen Conch is mounted 20 feet
over the roof of Sloppy JoeÕs.
Started in 1993, the midnight
celebration was the idea of Key
West artist Tobias McGregor. 

But if you get crammed
inside the bar itself and are
unable to witness the dropping
of the conch shell firsthand, not
to worry. Closed circuit TV
allows you to count down with
the people outside, so you wonÕt
miss a beat.
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100360 Overseas Highway - Suite 1 • Key Largo
Office: 305-451-9669 Cell: 305-766-0643

Lisa Feliciano
Mgr. HLC Sales

“There is no substitute for experience” Lisa_Feliciano@Co untrywide.com

Reverse Mortgages

Jumbo Loan Specialist 
Serving The Keys

For Sale
by Owner
Realtors welcome

Highway
Commercial

3,000 sq. ft. 
100’ Highway

FRONTAGE
also can be 

Mixed Use 
w/pool home and
business space

83292 Overseas Hwy.
Call Perri cell 305-393-2556

80 different uses for this property!!!
Only $1,500,000

Be 1stBe 1st
bb usiness on usiness on 
UpperUpper
MaMa tecumbetecumbe
Going SouthGoing South

From New YearÕs to
Hemingway Days
ANNIVERSARY / From 10

cover story Keep on top of whatÕs going on 
in the Upper Keys.

www.upperkeysreporter.com
ÒYour Upper Keys ConnectionÓWant more?

� Call Sloppy JoeÕs at
(305) 296-2388.
� On the Web, start at
www.sloppyjoes.com ,
enter the look-alike con-
test at sloppyjoes.com/
lookalikes.htm ,
or check out the enter-
tainment calendar at
sloppyjoes.com/
entertain.cfm . WhoÕs on
stage right now? Look at
the live streaming video
Web cam at sloppyjoes.
com/sloppycam/
streamcam.htm . And
yes, you history buffs can
go directly to sloppy
joes.com/history.htm .
After your Sloppy experi-
ence is over, be sure to
send your true-life experi-
ence to webstories@
sloppyjoes.com.

First Link Medical does not bill Medicaid, Medicare or third party insurances

All tests reviewed by a board certified Physician
Results mailed directly to you
Save 50% to 75%

Pre-registration required
Toll Free 1-866-302-5663 or www .1stlinkmedical.com

Screening Saves Lives!

Cancer-Disease Guard
Preventative Blood Testing

Is coming to: Homestead May 14 ¥ Key Largo, May 15 
Islamorada, May 22 ¥ Tavernier, May 16 

Marathon, May 17 & 21 ¥ Key West, May 18 & 19

PSA, CHOL, DIABETES, THYROID, CBC, CMP,
HEART, LIVER and much more. Starting at $30
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